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ABOUT THE
AWARDS

PARTNERSHIP OVERVIEW:
CHICAGO PUBLIC LIBRARY
& LIBRARY FOUNDATION
While the City of Chicago generously funds

DECEMBER 9, 2020
AT 6:30PM

Chicago Public Library’s core staff,
collections, and spaces, private support
through the Library Foundations allows for

Each year, the Chicago Public Library
Foundation honors the artists who bring
great stories to life—those who challenge
us, inspire us, and help us see the world
in ways we never knew possible.
On Wednesday, December 9 at 6:30
p.m. every Library lover is invited to tune
in via livestream for the very first virtual
Chicago Public Library Foundation
Awards honoring Donna LaPietra, Nate
Marshall, and Isabel Wilkerson.
No ticket is required, but registration is
strongly encouraged. All registered
guests are instantly entered for a chance
to win a box of the honorees' favorite
books!
Sponsorship packages are available and
donations at all levels are welcome.
Learn more online at
cplfoundationawards.org

investments in distinctive programs that
benefit individuals of all ages living and
working in Chicago’s 77 neighborhoods.
Donors to the Chicago Public Library
Foundation Awards power the lifelong
learning initiatives accessible through the
Library.
Established in 1986, the Chicago Public
Library Foundation (CPLF) is an
independent nonprofit that exists to
accelerate the potential of our public library
by investing in resources that transform lives
and communities. For more than 30 years,
we have connected individuals, corporations,
neighborhood organizations, and City
agencies committed to building a stronger
and more equitable Chicago.
Together, we make pathways to learning,
creativity, and civic engagement accessible
to Chicagoans of all ages through
investment across three funding priority
areas: Closing the Academic Opportunity
Gap; Sparking Creativity & Connection for
All; and Bridging the Digital Divide.

In every neighborhood. For every Chicagoan.
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MEET THE
HONOREES
Donna LaPietra
Inaugural Civic Award
The newly created Civic Award celebrates the leaders whose work
significantly contributes to the strength and vitality of our great city.
There are few Chicagoans more deserving of this inaugural award
than the dynamic Donna LaPietra. A longtime producer and Emmy
Award winner, LaPietra was instrumental in the creation of Millennium

Park as Chairman of the Millennium Park Foundation Board; is active on the boards of several
civic organizations, including the Library Foundation, Navy Pier, the Joffrey Ballet, Steppenwolf,
Shedd Aquarium, Chicago Botanic Garden, and a number of women’s and auxiliary boards and
committees. As the executive producer of Kurtis Productions, LaPietra has lent her creative
expertise in pro bono work with a host of nonprofits. LaPietra also is an avid gardener and land
conservationist, having created both a formal garden and natural prairie in the northern suburbs
of Chicago that is featured in The Garden Conservancy Directory.
Learn more about Donna LaPietra’s contributions to the Chicago area by reading this profile in
the Tribune and exploring her generous, longtime support of Chicago’s cultural and educational
organizations spotlighted here
Nate Marshall
21st Century Award
An admired fixture in Chicago’s literary scene, and with his star rising
world-wide, Nate Marshall is an author, poet, playwright, performer,
educator, and rapper. Born and raised on the South Side, he is also
the proud grandson of a Chicago Public Library librarian who he
recalls always “put books in my hands.” His first book, Wild Hundreds,

was the Black Caucus of the American Library Association’s Poetry Book of the Year and received
The Great Lakes College Association’s New Writer Award. The Chicago Tribune calls his new book,
FINNA, “full of precision and exuberance, elegance and rollicking good humor.”
Learn more about Nate Marshall by watching this NPR Author Interview with Scott Simon, reading
this Chicago Tribune profile, or listening to a poetry reading on Poetry & Writers.

In every neighborhood. For every Chicagoan.
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MEET THE
HONOREES

Isabel Wilkerson
Carl Sandburg Literary Award
Isabel Wilkerson, winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the
National Humanities Medal, is the author of the New York
Times bestsellers Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents
and The Warmth of Other Suns. Her thoughtful, lyrical,
and deeply-researched work provides insights into
America’s history and the divides that linger today—and
opens new possibilities for moving forward. Her new
book, Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents, was published in August 2020 to critical
acclaim, with Dwight Garner of The New York Times calling it, “An instant American classic”
and Oprah choosing it for her monthly book club pick.
For the first time in ten years, the Library Foundation will present the coveted Carl Sandburg
Literary Award to an author whose work was also featured as part of the Library’s city-wide
One Book, One Chicago program: Wilkerson’s debut book, The Warm of Other Suns, was the
2013/14 selection. It went on to win the National Book Critics Circle Award, the Heartland
Prize for Nonfiction, the Anisfield-Wolf Award for Nonfiction, the Lynton History Prize from
Harvard and Columbia universities, the Stephen Ambrose Oral History Prize, and was
shortlisted for both the Pen-Galbraith Literary Award and the Dayton Literary Peace Prize.
Learn more about Isabel Wilkerson by listening to her candid conversation with Oprah
Winfrey, reading this review of Caste in the New Yorker, or watching her 2017 TED Talk
about the great migration.

In every neighborhood. For every Chicagoan.

3

THE CASE
FOR SUPPORT
DID YOU KNOW?
Chicago Public Library is the largest public library system in the U.S. that has opened all
of its branches during the COVID-19 crisis.

Library Foundation supporters make possible a suite of high-quality lifelong learning
programs that annually serve 460,000+ Chicagoans of all ages, in every neighborhood.
Your investment in Chicago Public Library impacts some of our city's most persistent
challenges. The Library Foundation's impact-driven investment priorities include Closing
the Academic Opportunity Gap, Activating Creativity and Connection for All, and Bridging
the Digital Divide.
This summer, more than 35,000 children and families benefitted from donor-funded graband-go learning kits outfitted with STEAM-based activities and simple supplies like Play
Doh. The kits were developed through the Family Learning Partnership with education
experts at the Chicago Children's Museum, WITS, and the Museum of Science and
Industry.
Over 22 million viewers have tuned into Live from the Library—CPL's virtual story time
series, which features notable readers such as President Barack and Michelle Obama,
Oprah Winfrey, Mayor Lori Lightfoot, and our beloved children's librarians.
YOUmedia has hosted a wide range of virtual and socially distanced programming in
recent months, including the annual ChiTeen Lit Fest; Radical Fit, a fashion program
focused on gender equity; and Speak On It, a summer author series that encouraged
teens to engage with the social issues they care about.

In every neighborhood. For every Chicagoan.
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THE CASE
FOR SUPPORT

PATRON VOICES
“How amazing is it that the Library’s programs go beyond the walls of the Library. Just when
you think you know Chicago—a hidden corner, a second glance at a building you take for
granted, or a story about an old hotel you pass by—surprise you.”
– Indira, One Book One Chicago participant
“I love Live from the Library. My kids actively listen, and they even try to follow the songs
and mimic different sounds. What a great way to introduce young children to reading."
– Live from the Library viewer
“This year’s Summer Learning Challenge was the best. I’m currently out of work and always
looking for affordable things to do with my kids. The library helped me keep my family
learning and having fun during this tough time. – Parent
“I miss in-person programs at my neighborhood branch, but this year's virtual One Book,
One Chicago programming series is great. Thank you for your hard work to make these
beautiful mini-documentaries. –Young, One Book One Chicago participant
“Teacher in the Library has made a difference in Telane's attitude towards homework, and in
her grades. As a parent it feels like a weight has been lifted off my shoulders, knowing she
is getting the academic support she needs.” – Parent
“YOUmedia has opened doors for me, doors I didn’t know were available to me.”
– Jamal, YOUmedia alumnus

In every neighborhood. For every Chicagoan.
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WAYS TO
ENGAGE

BECOME A SPONSOR
Sponsorship packages with a wide range of exciting benefits are available from the $1,25050,000+ level. Visit us online to see the full sponsorship benefit menu online and become a
sponsor today.

DONATE AND FRIENDRAISE
Support for the Chicago Public Library Foundation Awards impacts the lives of millions of
Chicagoans who depend on our Library for access to trusted information and high-quality
lifelong learning resources. Visit us online to make a tax-deductible donation today. We
have benefits available for gifts starting at just $10!
This year, you can easily invite friends and family to join you in supporting lifelong learning
at Chicago Public Library through our Just Giving peer-to-peer platform. Get started with
these simple steps:
Log into Just Giving or create an account if you don't have one
Follow the step-by-step instructions to set up your friendraising page
Share your page with your friends and family

SHARE THE BROADCAST
The Chicago Public Library Foundation Awards is an ideal opportunity to introduce your
network to the impact donor-powered Library programming has on our community. We need
your help to amplify the event's reach by sharing the broadcast link with all of the Library
lovers in your life—from family and friends to book club members and bibliophiles. All are
welcome at our virtual celebration.
While no ticket is required, registration is strongly encouraged. Registered guests will
receive an email reminder when the broadcast begins. They'll also be entered to win a
collection of Donna LaPietra, Nate Marshall, and Isabel Wilkerson's favorite books! Register
and access the broadcast at cplfoundationawards.org.

In every neighborhood. For every Chicagoan.
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SPREAD
THE WORD

We're depending on you, our supporters, to get the word out and build excitement about the
virtual Chicago Public Library Foundation Awards. To get you started, we encourage you to
use the following email and social media templates as you reach out to your friends, family,
and professional networks about the event. We have put together several images you can
include with your posts; you can download them here. Happy sharing!

SAMPLE INVITATION EMAIL

Dear Friend,
As a longtime supporter of Chicago Public Library, I would be thrilled to have you tune in via
livestream for the very first virtual Chicago Public Library Foundation Awards celebration on
Wednesday, December 9 at 6:30 p.m. The event will include great conversation, special
insights, and plenty of surprises along the way. Most importantly, all proceeds from this
high-energy event will support the full range of lifelong learning resources available to
everyone at Chicago Public Library.
No ticket is required, and registered guests are instantly entered to win a collection of
honorees Donna LaPietra, Nate Marshall, and Isabel Wilkerson's favorite books. Register
online at cplfoundationawards.org to enter the raffle and ensure that you don't miss the
event!

In every neighborhood. For every Chicagoan.
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SPREAD
THE WORD

SAMPLE SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS

Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn
Impact-Focused
In 2019, the Library Foundation served 460,000 patrons across 81 branches and 77
neighborhoods thanks to supporters like you. You activate real change, transforming
thousands of lives for the better.
The mission continues. Chicago Public Library is more essential than ever before, providing
children, teens, adults, families, and communities accessible resources, programs, and
tools to thrive.
Support Chicago Public Library. #CPLFAwards #PowerOurLibrary
Access to summer learning has never been more crucial for our children. The Library’s
2020 summer program supported over 35,000 families with free learning kits and virtual
programs. As children continue to navigate remote learning, Chicago Public Library
continues to empower families with resources they need to thrive in school. Your support
will power our Library to close the academic opportunity gap. #CPLFAwards
#PowerOurLibrary
With over 22 million views, Live from the Library has helped so many families across the
city and all over the world. Your support will power our Library in creating much-needed
virtual programming, ensuring our youngest learners will get the support they need
wherever they may be. Power our Library. Empower every Chicagoan. #CPLFAwards
#Powerourlibrary

In every neighborhood. For every Chicagoan.
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SPREAD
THE WORD

SAMPLE SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS

Facebook, Instagram, or LinkedIn
“'Apply online.' For people like me, with limited access and experience with computers,
hearing these words meant the path to employment became more challenging. But thanks
to the Library, I have learned to look for job opportunities through the Internet.” - Maurice
With over 25,000 patrons accessing the Library’s digital courses, Chicago Public Library
has become a lifeline to so many Chicagoans during this challenging time. Continue
bridging the digital divide. Stand with Chicago Public Library #CPLFAwards
#PowerOurLibrary
Mission-Focused
Chicago Public Library provides children and families free educational resources to
succeed in school, empowers teens to explore new creative outlets and inspiring
pathways for their future, and helps our patrons navigate the digital world. Stand with
Chicago Public Library. #CPLFAwards #PowerOurLibrary
When you stand with Chicago Public Library, you stand for access, equity, and
democracy. Power our Library. Empower every Chicagoan. #CPLFAwards
#PowerOurLibrary
Your support helps close the academic opportunity gap, activate connection and
creativity, and bridge the digital divide for thousands of children, teens, adults, families,
and communities that rely on Chicago Public Library. Power our Library and empower
every Chicagoan. #CPLFAwards

In every neighborhood. For every Chicagoan.
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SPREAD
THE WORD

SAMPLE SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS

Facebook, Instagram, or LinkedIn
COVID-19-Focused
“Libraries are second responders. They step in to fill gaps and offer help when normal
channels are inaccessible.”
We face a lot of uncertainties. One thing we know for sure is that our Chicago Public Library
is in every neighborhood, bridging opportunity gaps for every Chicagoan through free
resources and accessible programs. Join me in supporting the Library and empowering
communities as we navigate the challenges ahead. We are in this together. #CPLFAwards
#PowerOurLibrary
On the other side of this crisis, our Chicago Public Library will be more essential than ever:
Providing free educational resources to children and families that will help students
adjust and thrive in remote learning.
Supporting teens to explore opportunities after high school
Empowering patrons to learn digital skills at a time when everything is happening
virtually
We need you to make it happen. Your support forms the backbone of the Library Foundation
and fuels the Library for the months ahead. #CPLFAwards #PowerOurLibrary
COVID-19 has shed a light on the deep inequalities in our city. Chicago Public Library is
here to bridge divides and support Chicagoans through accessible and free programs,
resources, and tools. Power our Library. Empower every Chicagoan. We are in this
together. #CPLFAwards #PowerOurLibrary

In every neighborhood. For every Chicagoan.
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SPREAD
THE WORD

SAMPLE SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS
Facebook, Instagram, or LinkedIn
Research predicts that students may lose up to 30% of their reading skills and 50% of
their math skills because of COVID-19-related school interruptions. Access to free highquality learning resources and supports have never been more crucial. Your support helps
our Library reach children and families wherever they may be—at home, in the branches, or
online—with books, online programs, and tools.
Power our Library. Empower every Chicagoan. #CPLFAwards #PowerOurLibrary
With everything moving into the virtual space, we understand that technology has become a
lifeline. Chicago Public Library is committed to providing access to computers and courses,
empowering Chicagoans to learn the digital skills needed to explore opportunities in the
digital world. #CPLFAwards #PowerOurLibrary
Awards Program-Focused
Oprah Winfrey calls 2020 Carl Sandburg Literary Award honoree Isabel Wilkerson’s book,
Caste: The Origin of our Discontents, “the most relevant book of this generation.” Join me in
honoring Ms. Wilkerson on December 9 at the first virtual Chicago Public Library Foundation
Awards. No ticket purchase is required and gifts at all levels are welcome. Your support
benefits lifelong learning at Chicago Public Library #CPLFAwards #PowerOurLibrary

In every neighborhood. For every Chicagoan.
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SPREAD
THE WORD

SAMPLE SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS

Facebook, Instagram, or LinkedIn
Author, educator, poet, playwright, rapper, and proud grandson of a CPL librarian, Nate
Marshall returns to the place where his career began—the Library. On December 9, join me
in celebrating Nate as he receives the 21st Century Award at the first virtual Chicago Public
Library Foundation Awards. No ticket purchase is required and gifts at all levels are
welcome.
Your support powers our Library and empowers every Chicagoan. #CPLFAwards
#PowerOurLibrary
Donna LaPietra is an inspiring civic leader, lending her talents to nonprofits like Chicago
Botanic Garden, Millennium Park, Navy Pier, Steppenwolf, the Joffrey Ballet, and more.
On December 9, Donna will receive the Inaugural Civic Award for her significant
contributions to the city and our communities. Join me in honoring Donna at the first virtual
Chicago Public Library Foundation Awards. No ticket purchase is required and gifts at all
levels are welcome. Your support powers our Library with responsive and innovative
learning initiatives accessible through all 81 branches. #CPLFAwards #PowerOurLibrary

In every neighborhood. For every Chicagoan.
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SPREAD
THE WORD

SAMPLE SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS

Twitter
Impact-Focused
The Library Foundation served 460,000 patrons thanks to supporters like you. The mission
continues. Chicago Public Library is more essential than ever before, providing accessible
resources, programs, and tools to thrive. Support Chicago Public Library. #CPLFAwards
The Library’s summer program has supported over 35,000 families. As children navigate
remote learning, Chicago Public Library continues to empower families with resources
they need to thrive in school. Your support will help close the academic opportunity gap.
#CPLFAwards
With over 22 million views, Live from the Library has helped so many families across the
city. Your support will power our Library in creating much-needed virtual programs for our
youngest learners. Power our Library. Empower every Chicagoan #CPLFAwards
With over 25,000 patrons accessing the Library’s digital courses, Chicago Public Library
has become a lifeline to so many Chicagoans during this challenging time. Continue
bridging the digital divide. Stand with Chicago Public Library #CPLFAwards

In every neighborhood. For every Chicagoan.
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SPREAD
THE WORD

SAMPLE SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS

Twitter
Mission-Focused
Chicago Public Library provides children and families free educational resources, empowers
teens to explore new creative outlets and inspiring career pathways, and helps our patrons
navigate the digital world. Stand with Chicago Public Library. #CPLFAwards
When you stand with Chicago Public Library, you stand for access, equity, and democracy.
Power our Library. Empower every Chicagoan. #CPLFAwards
Your support helps close the academic opportunity gap, activate connection and creativity,
and bridge the digital divide for thousands Chicagoans that rely on Chicago Public Library.
Power our Library and empower every Chicagoan. #CPLFAwards
COVID-19-Focused
We face a lot of uncertainties. One thing we do know is our Chicago Public Library is in
every neighborhood, bridging opportunity gaps for every Chicagoan. Join me in supporting
the Library and empower communities to navigate the challenges ahead. #CPLFAwards
On the other side of this, our Chicago Public Library will be more essential than ever. We
need you to make it happen. Your support forms the backbone of the Library Foundation
and fuels the Library for the months ahead. #CPLFAwards

In every neighborhood. For every Chicagoan.
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SPREAD
THE WORD

SAMPLE SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS

Twitter
COVID-19 has shed a light on the deep inequalities in our city. Chicago Public Library is
here to bridge divides and support Chicagoans through accessible and free programs,
resources, and tools. Power our Library. Empower every Chicagoan. We are in this
together. #CPLFAwards
Technology has become a lifeline. Chicago Public Library is committed to providing access
to computers and courses, empowering Chicagoans to learn digital skills needed to explore
opportunities online. #CPLFAwards
Awards Program-Focused
Oprah calls Isabel Wilkerson’s book, Caste, “the most relevant book of this generation.” Join
me in honoring Ms. Wilkerson on December 9 at the first virtual Chicago Public Library
Foundation Awards. Your support benefits lifelong learning at Chicago Public Library.
#CPLFAwards
Author and educator Nate Marshall comes home to the Library on December 9. Join Nate as
he receives the 21st Century Award at the first virtual Chicago Public Library Foundation
Awards. Your support powers our Library and empowers every Chicagoan. #CPLFAwards
Donna LaPietra lends her talents to nonprofits like the Library Foundation. On December 9,
Donna will receive the Inaugural Civic Award at the first virtual Chicago Public Library
Foundation Awards. No ticket purchase is required and gifts at all levels are welcome.
#CPLFAwards

In every neighborhood. For every Chicagoan.
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