Pre-Readers

Welcome to the
2020 TD Summer Reading Club
This notebook belongs to:

You can use this notebook with your
child in any way you like! Here are a
few ideas: list books or other material
you and your child read or listened to
together, collect stickers, let your child
draw pictures inspired by books, and try
out our activity suggestions.

Stick your
web access
code here!

This code will give you access to ebooks and colouring
pages when you visit tdsummerreadingclub.ca

Co-created and delivered by over 2,000 public libraries across Canada,
this national bilingual program is developed by Toronto Public Library in
partnership with Library and Archives Canada. Sponsorship is generously
provided by TD Bank Group.
Developed by

In partnership with

Title sponsor

This notebook is available for download in large print, e-text, audio and braille
at tdsrc.ca. Ask library staff for more details.

Hello, Grownups!
We’ve included activity ideas based on five skill-building practices—
Play, Talk, Sing, Write and Read—for you to engage in with your child.
Practise these activities every day to build language skills and help your
child become a reader.
The TD Summer Reading Club gratefully acknowledges that this information is adapted
from the American Library Association’s Every Child Ready to Read® program.

PLAY

Your child learns about the world through
play, which helps them understand stories

Obstacle Course
Create an obstacle course for your
child using sheets, chairs, boxes and
other household objects that may require
them to go over, under, around or through.
For added fun, time your child and see
if they can beat their time on the next try
through the course!


Shell Games
After showing your child a ball (or small object), hide it under one of three
opaque cups. Ask your child to pay careful attention as you shuffle the cups
quickly, keeping the ball hidden. Can they find the ball after the shuffle?


Search and Find
Can your child find
these four images on the
cover of this notebook?


The dinosaur on the cover is hidden in this
notebook 10 times. Can you find each one?

SING

Singing with your child increases awareness
of the sounds of words

Pots and Pans Drum Set
Bring out a variety of pots and pans and
allow your child to “play the drums” using
spoons or spatulas as drumsticks. Play a
pop song with a simple, repetitive beat
and teach your child how to drum to the
beat as you both sing along.

BINGO

Copycat Dance

There was a farmer who had a dog,
And Bingo was his name-O.
B-I-N-G-O! B-I-N-G-O! B-I-N-G-O!
And Bingo was his name-O!

Put on music and start dancing.
Challenge your child to copy your
dance movements exactly. Then,
switch things around so your
child becomes the dance leader
and you have to follow along
(good luck!).

On each repetition, replace
one letter at a time with a clap.
(e.g. Clap-I-N-G-O).

TALK

Your child learns about language by listening
to you talk and joining in the conversation

Sock Puppets
Put a sock on your hand and act out a puppet
show for your child. Then, encourage your child
to wear a sock puppet as well and you can act
out a silly scene together.

Would You Rather?
Ask your child the following questions:
• Would you rather be able to talk to dogs or to cats?
• Would you rather fly an airplane or drive a fire truck?
Come up with more silly questions to discuss with your child!

WRITE

Writing helps your child learn that
letters and words stand for sounds
and that print has meaning

These activities are designed to get your child comfortable with a writing
instrument. Your child can use a crayon, marker or pencil.


Handprint Tracing

Paper Race Track

Trace your child’s hand onto
paper. Then, guide your child
to trace your handprint.

Give your child paper and
encourage them to draw a track
for toy cars to race in.


Trace the paths of the soccer ball past the goalie
to score a goal into the net.

READ

Shared reading is the most effective way to
help your child become a good reader

Change a Story
Children love hearing their favourite stories
over and over. Change the ending of a
favourite story in a humorous way and
see if your child notices. Discuss other
ways that the story could have ended.

Indoor Campfire
Use red, orange and yellow tissue paper
along with a flashlight and read books
beside a pretend campfire together.

Create a Book
Create a special book with your child by attaching pages with staples
or twine. Write a simple story and then read it together. Include simple
pictures for your child to colour in the story or tactile elements, such as
puffy stickers.

Book Recommendations
• The Day Dad Joined
My Soccer Team
by Maureen Fergus
• Yoga Baby by Amy Hovey
• Hide-and-Seek: A First
Book of Position Words
by R.D. Ornot
• Let’s Play a Hockey Game
by Kari-Lynn Winters

You can access these books
and more on our website
tdsummerreadingclub.ca

Our Summer

Reading

Read your favourite childhood book to your child

Play a board game with your child

Listen to an audiobook together

Sing the “If You’re Happy and You Know It” song and substitute sports actions

Have an indoor or outdoor storytime picnic with friends or toys

Attend a program or event at the library

Summer Recap
Fill this out at the end of the summer
with your child

The best book that we read together was:

My child’s favourite game, sport
or activity this summer was:

The coolest place we visited was:

Congratulations!
Great reading!

As witnessed by

Date

