The Next
Step

Fundraising Guide

Fundraising Tips
MATCHED GIVING

SHARE YOUR STORY

SAY THANK YOU

STICK TO THE FACTS

If you are participating on
behalf of your company,
please be aware that some
companies have a ‘Matched
Giving’ Policy. This means that
when one of their employees
fundraises for a charitable
cause/event, the company
can choose to match the
amount fundraised and give
the charity that amount, e.g.
an employee raises €1,000
and their company matches
this by giving €1,000 totalling to €2,000.

This is the most important step
of your fundraising effort. It’s
essential to share your
fundraising with your friends,
family and colleagues. Tell
anyone who will listen about the
great event you’re partaking in
and ask them for their support.
Always share your fundraising
page on social media.

Always thank your donors.
If they donate online via
your fundraising page,
respond to them with a
simple ‘thank you’. If they
give you cash directly,
make sure that they know
how grateful you are. If
they donate via cheque,
please don’t forget to
respond via text/email or
better yet, letter to say
thank you. Your supporters
have the potential to
become ambassadors
too.

Use the statistics and stories
we provide. Try to use empathy
when sharing your story about
why you got involved. Was
there a specific reason you felt
you wanted to fundraise for
Focus Ireland?

We're here to help

If you have any questions, or if you are having any issues fundraising, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. We are
here to support. Contact us at thenextstep@focusireland.ie

F

is for Film
Screening

Host a virtual film
screening at home
and take donations
from all those who
take part!

I

is for Industry
Virtual Event

Invite a popular
figure in your
Industry to give a
video talk on social
media. Take
donations online
from those
watching!

O
O

is for Office
Virtual Bake Off!

Hold a virtual office
bake-off and make your
favourite recipe, sweet
or savoury. Share photos
and videos and ask for
donations!

R

is for Raffles

Organise an online raffle.
Ask your
colleagues/friends to
donate some prizes and
raffle them off in a virtual
event. Be as creative as
possible!

Fundraising Ideas

C
C

is for
Commute

S
U
S
U

Ask your supporters to
donate their public
transport or petrol costs
now that they are working
from home due to COVID19.

E

is for Environmental
Fine

Organise an environmental
fine within your household
or community! If someone
doesn't recycle, fine them
€1 or €2 which is donated
to your page!

is for Ugly Jumper
Virtual Event

Organise an Ugly
Jumper Virtual Event
and take donations from
anyone who
participates!

L

is for Lead by
Example

Donate to your own
fundraising page.
People are more
inclined to donate if
they see that you care
enough to donate too!

is for Socialise

We all love to get
together with friends
and colleagues, so
why not host a video
group party and ask
people to donate!

A

is for Arts & Crafts

Get hands on and
create some art.
Organise a group
video call and
create art together.

N

is for Night
Time activity

Organise a night
time activity virtually.
This could be an
online game or
dinner party and
everyone who takes
part donates to your
page

D

is for Darts
Competition

Have an online Darts
Competition in your
local community
and ask people to
donate to your
page!

SOCIAL MEDIA CHANNELS
Instagram
@FocusIrelandCharity
Instagram has become one of the most popular social media
sites in the last few years. Instagram can now be seen as the first
port of call for businesses to advertise their products. Instagram
provides fundraisers with a giant opportunity.
By posting pictures of yourself walking/jogging/running and
tagging @FocusIrelandCharity, you can raise awareness and
funds.

The ‘my story’ option on Instagram is a great shout as you can log
your daily/weekly efforts and raise further awareness. There are
so many users on Instagram nowadays and so by simply tagging
your posts with hashtags wisely, you can reach a wider audience.

Campaign Hashtag
#TheNextStepFocusIreland

Facebook, LinkedIn & Twitter
@FocusIreland
Facebook, Twitter & LinkedIn are great places to share your
fundraising page. Make sure to tag us in whatever post you share.

Example Posts
"I'm taking part in @FocusIreland The Next Step because I
believe emergency accommodation is no place for a child to
be brought up. I need your support to help move families and
children out of homelessness forever, INSERT FUNDRAISING
PAGE LINK "

"I'm running 26 miles in a month for @FocusIreland's The Next
Step. Please donate to my fundraising page here: INSERT PAGE
LINK"

"Three families become homeless everyday so I'm running 26
miles this month to raise awareness with @FocusIreland.
Donate here: INSERT FUNDRAISING PAGE LINK"
"I'm taking part in @FocusIreland The Next Step Virtual
Marathon and raising awareness of Ireland's homeless crisis"

HOW YOUR SUPPORT CAN HELP

€250
Will help provide vital
support for children in
emergency
accommodation

€500
Will help provide dedicated
long-term support worker
with Focus Ireland for a
whole family

€1,000
Will help provide childcare
for a homeless child ensuring parents have
space to focus on exiting
homelessness

€2,000
Will help a Focus Ireland
Child Support Worker supporting up to 8 at risk
children

And Lastly...
Don't forget the Focus Ireland Team are here to help. If you have any
issues or have any questions, please feel free to contact us.

E:

thenextstep@focusireland.ie

T:

01-881-5900

W:

https://thenextstep.focusireland.ie/

Thank you from all of us at Focus Ireland for giving us
your time and effort. With your help, we're one step closer
to ending homelessness.
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Challenging homelessness. Changing lives

