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Exploring Prince William Sound in Alaska, the place that revealed Jules's passion for wilderness, Photo Benj Teiller

KS: Tell us about Colombia…

Some tend to worry about the difficulty
of the whitewater, I focus more on
being ready for whatever is coming,
to have the right gear, the right
mind set and the mental strength.

JD: I just came here for the first
time last fall, but I’m already totally
hooked! It was appealing to me
because there was very little known
about it and I arrived in October of
2012 with a group of eight paddlers.
We split into smaller groups to go on
different missions, but then we’d all
meet up for a run every now and then. I went home to France for few
weeks to say hello to family and friends, but Colombia was still calling
me so I had to come back. It’s cheap, hot year round, and raining lots!
What more does a kayaker need?
KS: Beyond that, what makes Colombia and its whitewater so special?

JULES

DOMINE
Raised at the gateway to the French Alps by kayakers and lovers of the outdoors, Jules Domine comes
by his adventurous nature honestly. In his early twenties and hungry for big water and wilderness,
Jules already has an impressive list of descents to his name. In 2012, he completed the ambitious
Homathko-Mt Waddington kayak/ski expedition, logged the most runs on the Stikine in a single season
(four), one of which was a 7-hour descent, and spent several months exploring the whitewater of
Columbia. Despite such accomplishments, Jules is quiet about his exploits and has stayed surprisingly
under the radar in the wider world of paddling. Nevertheless, Domine is undoubtedly one of the best
young paddlers out there and, most in his element when venturing into the unknown, is not afraid to
take on challenging missions. We caught up with Jules this spring in between river trips in Colombia,
his new favorite paddling destination.
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JD: The girls … ahaha no, Colombia is an overall paradise! First, as
opposed to all you hear, Colombians are extremely respectful and
welcoming. Many times we have come to a small village and the
people have taken us around to check rivers and waterfalls people
know about, hooking us up with cheap transport, food, a safe place
to leave our gear, etc. Kayaking is relatively new to this country, and
everything is still to be done. Also, rivers are big, it rains a lot and
since big water is my thing, that works for me. Most of the time the
temperature is perfect, and that allows for big expeditions with very
little gear. Public transportation is available anywhere, you just never
know for sure when! Everything is possible, but nothing is ever sure. I
like that! There is no logic in anything happening there, the rules are
unwritten, but every thing works somehow.
KS: What would you estimate the potential of Colombia’s rivers to be, in
relation to what is now known?
JD: It’s unlimited as long as you’re willing to go on multi-days and put
some work into getting to the rivers. The best rivers I’ve experienced
there are big water. Lower volume rivers tend to be a bit messy because
the geology is very unstable. If there is one thing incomparable to
anywhere else, it’s the water levels. Rivers can rise meters in a few
minutes. That’s good and bad, but certainly unique. Colombia is
extremely diverse, with desert, jungle, hills, and huge mountains.
Sometimes you can drive 2 hours and feel like you have changed
continents. The rivers are just as diverse. The main things you find there
are big steep boulder garden runs, but there are also slides and huge
desert canyons with 500 cumecs flowing in them. Whatever you want
really! No good waterfall areas have been found yet but there could
easily be a well-hidden hucking paradise around.

KS: What is your preference: Waterfalls?
Big water? Missions? And Why?

JD: Definitely big water expeditions! I
have enjoyed waterfalls in the past, but
since our little adventure in Mexico in
2011 (6 of us running a 90-footer blind
onto rocks), I’m scared to get badly
injured and not be able to paddle for
a long time. Big water is nice for that,
because you can go hard and eat it
hard but it’s “softer” on your body! Also in big water, I feel the currents
more. It’s super important to use them, because you cannot fight a big
river. I love to just surrender to the flow, and to feel one with the river. You
can paddle most big rapids with just a few well timed stokes, the current
does the rest. Expeditions are amazing because they disconnect you
with the so-called “real” world and connect you with the natural world.
KS: When did you take your first multi-day river trip?
JD: My family lived in Alaska for a year back in 2004. My dad is a
glaciologist, and he gets jobs all around the world, so the whole family
moved up there for a year. We went on a 3-week wilderness trip on the
Noatak River when I was 13, my brother was 10, and my sister was 7.
It’s quite easy to fall in love with the wilderness there. Huge, wild and
beautiful! This place really got me into creeking and expeditions. The first
time I got out there I felt more at home than I did anywhere else.
KS: So, you were already a good paddler at that point - how and where
did you start boating?
JD: I am from Grenoble, which is the gateway to the French Alps. I started
boating quite young, and as far as I can remember, I’ve always been
attracted to rivers. We had a small creek in the backyard when I was a
kid. With my brother, we use to make little wooden boats and make them
race or try to build a wave and have a freestyle competition with them.
It’s also a family thing: my parents were kayakers back in the day. They
had video of the upper Tarn from back in the 80’s crashing in fiberglass
boats and wool jackets - watching them just made me twitch! So, as
soon as the kayak club in Grenoble thought I was old enough to join,
I was on the river as much as possible. I’m really thankful to the people
of the kayaking club in Grenoble. They get kids started and it’s all on
a volunteer basis. They are really passionate about kayaking and put
enormous effort into relaying that passion to others.
KS: Was paddling with the kayak club in Grenoble centered around
racing?
JD: As with most clubs in Europe, it was, and slalom and downriver racing
provided good training ground for me. It taught me precision, how to
paddle well, and to be efficient. I followed the French circuit for a few
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It’s as if those huge walls channelize
your feeling towards vital things. The
canyon swallows you, threatens your
life, plays with your mind. You are always
in between letting your eyes absorb the rare
beauty of the canyon and being more focused
than you ever have, paddling for your life!
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years, and the region organized trips to various slalom courses for training
weeks. After a while though, competition became too restrictive for me.
I slowly started creeking more and more…
KS: How old were you when you left racing, and when did you realize you
wanted to travel and kayak?
JD: At the age of 17, I moved away to Lyon (France) to study. That meant
new ambiance and new friends, and Lyon is home to a sick group of
motivated paddlers! So it came down to the choice between paddling
on flat water alone and racing 2 minutes per weekend or camping out
with buddies and spending all day on the river. Already having a strong
taste for creeking that was an easy choice!
KS: What did you do at school? Did it lead you to a job or just more
kayaking?
JD: I was never a big fan of school; to me it felt like a waste of time
to learn very little. But after graduating high school I started to study
hydrology and that kind of changed my opinion on schooling, even if
I still found the worst possible excuses to go kayaking during the week!
I graduated college in two years, to get it over with. A few good work
opportunities came after that, but an 8 to 5 job just wasn’t for me. In 2010,
I was about to sign a 6-month contract to work in an office, and I felt like
it was going to kill me. So instead I got a job working and rigging on cliffs,
drilling and blasting, mostly to prevent rock fall on mountain roads. In 3
months I had enough money to take some time off and travel! I’m super
happy with that decision today, but I’m also happy to have learned lots
at school and to have the chance to change my lifestyle one day if I
need to.
KS: Are you able to make enough money to do the traveling you want
to do?
JD: You actually don’t need much to live on, if you don’t plan on living
large. Just going for the basics, a good year of kayaking costs about 16K.
Getting free gear is a plus, so a big thank you to my sponsors for that! In
the past year I have combined working on the cliff rigging in France, with
a bit of rafting in Whistler, BC. It’s a good compromise for a few months.
I can get fit and still make a bit of money while enjoying some stability
(having a house, a nice bed…), because traveling and sleeping in a tent
all the time gets tough!
KS: Do you think you’ll do this combination for a long time?
JD: It definitely works well for me right now and probably will for some
years to come. In the future I would like to do a bit more of teaching
kayaking, or organizing trips for people who don’t have the time or the
contacts to visit places abroad – a kind of custom extreme holidays!
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Jules trying his luck on 50/50 , Ashlu box canyon, a BC classic
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Video is also a good way to show what’s out there to people and it
requires lot of creativity. I do my best to produce clips that really convey
the atmosphere around kayaking, not just the technical difficulties of the
sport! And I have always loved designing stuff, gear, boats, etc… With
some friends in France I worked on a prototype last winter we called the
Minos. We made the mold out of foam and then made a fiberglass boat
from it! I like to learn, to open myself to new things. Diversity in what you
do is key. No room for routine!
KS: Do you believe in fiberglass creek boats? Didn’t whitewater kayaking
move away from that about 25 years ago?
JD: Every boat breaks, it’s really just a question of compromise! Fiberglass
is a lot stiffer, which is more reactive, and I’m actually quite surprised that
extreme racers who are constantly training hard to go faster and faster
haven’t tried it out. Of course, on big waterfalls, I would be a bit scared
but for big water, stiffness means that movement translates better from
the body to the boat and you get a more precise feeling of the currents.
With a bit of research on material and a good building process, I reckon
there is a way to come up with something light and strong that could be
trusted on most rivers. Also if you crack your fiberglass boat, in less than 2
hours, it can be fixed on the side of a river, ready to go; it’s not so easy to
make a good plastic weld without a hot air gun…
KS: The past few years you have spent more time in British Colombia than
anywhere else. What brought you there the first time?
JD: I had made enough money in 2010 to travel for a few months, and
since it was springtime, North America was an easy choice. I didn’t know
any paddlers there, but I knew the community was huge and people
were sending it hard.
KS: There are lots of rivers in Europe as well as a strong paddling
community, so what else attracted you to B.C.?
JD: Europe is amazing, the Alps, Norway, so much stuff around! Thing is,
it’s all been done, most of the stuff is roadside and there are very few

Getting ready for some colombian action with Sam Ricketts ,
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big water runs… Also the season is short, so if you want to paddle year
round, traveling is the only option! There had also been so much media
coverage from Cali, BC, Quebec. I had seen stuff in magazines and
dreamed about it when I was younger, so it was a good way to fulfill a
kid’s dream! I keep going back because the rivers there are really my
style. There are many more big volume rivers than in Europe, and many
places where you don’t see a trace of human beings. The scenery in
BC is always powerful: when you’re not boating from the bottom of a
huge glacier, you’re in a deep granite canyon or portaging in a huge
old growth forest. I also like the hardcore aspect. It takes effort to get into
rivers there and everything is just an overall mission. The water is cold and
the whitewater is really challenging and committing, so one feels really
confronted by nature. Also, this year I discovered the Stikine and wow, I
just fell in love! That place is so powerful. It puts me into a different mood,
I feel like a better person every time I get out of there!
KS: Can you explain what you mean? How does the Stikine make you
feel like a better person?
JD: It is so powerful and committing that it just wipes all the parasites and
unhappy thoughts out of your brain! It’s as if those huge walls channelize
your feeling towards vital things. The canyon swallows you, threatens your
life, plays with your mind. You are always in between letting your eyes
absorb the rare beauty of the canyon and being more focused than
you ever have, paddling for your life! Life is a bit like that too, you have to
know when to relax and when to pull the fingers out of your ass.
KS: You have the reputation of being very talented but also a little
crazy, charging first and thinking afterwards. Would you agree with that
description?
JD: I have heard that a few times… It might be the image I reflect, but

Rivers are powerful and I have learned
to respect them and to pay close
attention to all the signs they show.
My approach is focused not only on the
whitewater, but also on the overall human
to nature relationship: feeling at peace with
the river and the natural world instead of
feeling like I’m engaged in a conflict or a
battle against the elements.
it’s not the way I paddle! I think a lot about what I’m doing. Before going
on an expedition, I take the time to find out what options we will have
if something happens on the river, and to have a very solid overview of
the trip. Some tend to worry about the difficulty of the whitewater, I focus
more on being ready for whatever is coming, to have the right gear, the
right mind set and the mental strength. Also I don’t step into super hard
stuff straight away; every season I work my way up, warming up, taking
my marks, expanding my comfort level. But once I’m there, yeah, I like to
push it! Committing to something and having to deal with it is part of the
experience. It’s also a way to learn to deal with things in life in general!
That’s why big water is amazing. You have to anticipate a lot, there is a lot
of intuition required, and the action time is way longer than just a paddle
stroke at a lip of a waterfall. Rivers are powerful and I have learned to
respect them and to pay close attention to all the signs they show. My
approach is focused not only on the whitewater, but also on the overall
human to nature relationship: feeling at peace with the river and the
natural world instead of feeling like I’m engaged in a conflict or a battle
against the elements. It takes lots of knowledge of the wilderness and
mental strength to stay clear and relaxed in every situation.
KS: You’ve kept rather quiet about your paddling and are almost
unknown by the general paddling public. Do you have an interest in
fame or promoting yourself?
JD: Fame not really though I like to show what I do a bit. But it’s not
for the goal of showing how good I am, it’s just to share experiences,
and I love to hear stories or see pics of what other people get up to.
In general, I have found out the kayaking industry doesn’t have much
money to spend on athletes and promotion. If you’re gonna spend days
and days to get $500 from a sponsor, maybe it’s more worth it to spend
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I think I have a good way of analyzing
rivers, and I can do it quickly, so
sometimes people think I don’t really pay
attention to what I’m doing. It doesn’t mean
I don’t listen to what others have to say about a
drop or the danger of a rapid, but if I feel good
about doing something, why not do it?
a week working! It’s great to get help from a few companies, to get new
gear every year, to help out a bit with promoting their products, but to
really make a living out of it… On the other hand, kayakers who have
been sending it for a long time and have put some time into promoting
themselves, this is a good thing in my opinion. They live their passion 100
% and draw the attention of mass media to kayaking. But I don’t like the
idea of trying to make it like skiing or snowboarding! There are many
amazing kayakers around that run the biggest shit, smile at the bottom,
enjoy a beer at the take out and never tell you about how sick their line
was! Those are the kinds of people I like to paddle with because you
know they are here for the fun of it and because they love the river. That
includes both pro paddlers, and people you’ve never heard of.
KS: You seem to not care about a lot of things that other people think are
important… is this true?
JD: It depends about what! Maybe I don’t have the same priorities in life
as most people, but why worry about little stuff? I know what I want and
focus on it. I don’t care about living large and having lots of possessions.
All I need is to be close to nature, to always keep doing new stuff, to
learn about other cultures…I want to see more, and not only in a kayak!
Enjoying life is my primary goal right now! But we are all changing, and
I’m growing up too. Lately I’ve been feeling like getting more involved
into different things (Colombia guide book, video, getting more people
into kayaking, starting to help protect rivers). Regarding boating and
the stuff I run, it’s a bit more true; I don’t care too much, but always
understand the consequences. I know how to walk away from a rapid,
and not to put others in a sketchy situation. Also I think I have a good
way of analyzing rivers, and I can do it quickly, so sometimes people think
I don’t really pay attention to what I’m doing. It doesn’t mean I don’t
listen to what others have to say about a drop or the danger of a rapid,
but if I feel good about doing something, why not do it?
KS: You went on an ambitious trip with Maxi Kniewasser and Chris
Treadwolf climbing up and skiing down Mount Waddington and paddling
the Homathko… How did you come up with that plan?
JD: I didn’t know I was going until a few days before the trip! I had heard
about it, but the plane out of the Homahtko was already full. One week
before, Ric Moxon realized he wasn’t able to go, so he hooked me up. I
like to jump on adventures like that!
KS: How did it go? What were the major hurdles?
JD: Maxi was a master in organizing this! He really created a good
itinerary and all the pieces came together step by step. We all had a
different vision of safety and motivation, and that helped us form an
amazing team. When one would be tired, another would help out, or
when one didn’t feel like going first, someone else would feel it. Every
step of the trip had its unplanned event. On the first part of the Homathko,
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Jules entering the Box canyon, Ashlu river.
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many avalanches blocked the canyon, and every one of them was a
challenge to deal with. But when we searched hard enough there was
always a “safe” passage. On the skiing part, we were really concerned
about the beginning of the glacier because it’s a very chaotic place,
with a mix of rock and ice, seracs and crevasses. Back on the river, a
huge landslide dammed the whole river, destroying all the rapids and
creating dangerous steep gravel bar rapids that sometimes led into
the forest - super sketchy. Plus we were beginning to feel tired. In the
end, it was more exhausting mentally than physically, because we knew
nothing of the new configuration of the river! Riverbeds altered by these
types of natural events tend to be unstable and always create weird,
dangerous hydraulics or sieves. So with much caution, little by little, we
got down and the whitewater wasn’t as bad as it could have been.
KS: It sounds like you have more plans like the Homathko-Waddington
mission in the works. Can you tell us more?
JD: That mission really opened our eyes to multi-sports expeditions. It
takes good logistics and a bit of luck! Many places in British Colombia
offer sick skiing in the winter and good kayaking in the summer. All those
areas are extremely remote, and the timeframe with good snow pack
and low water is ultra short. We have a few ideas on where to go, but
budget is a problem; helicopter flights are expensive, so it’s vital to get
help from somewhere. Projects are on the go, such as the Alsek with
Mount Fairweather right by the take out. But I’d rather not talk about it
much and just show the result at the end!
Good luck with it all Jules - we’ll look forward to seeing what you do next!

