AMAALA INKS MOU WITH SAUDI CONTRACTORS AUTHORITY
Organisations to unify efforts to empower Saudi firms and localize contracting sector

David Watkins, Chief Delivery Officer at AMAALA with the Governor of SCA Eng. Thabet Al-Sawyeed

RIYADH – 22 MARCH 2021 – AMAALA, the ultra-luxury development located along Saudi Arabia’s
north western coast, has announced the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the
Saudi Contractors Authority (SCA), a government subsidiary authority of Ministry of Municipal and
Rural Affairs.
In line with the ambitions of both organizations and the wider Vision 2030 goals, the MoU sets forth a
preliminary pact for cooperation in a number of fields including allowing access to an online “Project
Participation Platform” which allows AMAALA to share projects in its pipeline with members of the
SCA and receive information of qualified and interested parties intending to bid.
“Saudi Arabia is undergoing an exciting transition towards a new and diversified economy,” said John
Pagano, CEO at AMAALA. “AMAALA is a key driver of change, bringing with it a wealth of
opportunities for the private sector and it is our ambition to ensure we support Saudi businesses to
participate and benefit from the development of this significant destination from the outset.”
“This new partnership with SCA will help us to better connect with Saudi people and businesses,
which will in turn enable us to meet our ambitious Saudization targets, whilst connecting the
association with contractors already engaged on our project to drive awareness of their important
programs” added Pagano.
The MoU also outlines a framework of joint cooperation between both entities, including the
establishment of staff training courses and sharing of studies and statistics relating to the local
construction sector.
Eng. Thabet Al-Sawayeed, Governor at SCA said: “This partnership is a key step towards achieving
our goal of aiding Saudi contractors to participate in the new landscape of projects established to
drive the Vision 2030 strategy forward successfully. Working with AMAALA and their existing
contractors in this capacity will also allow us to further enable the uptake of our localization programs
which incentivize organizations to empower Saudis through training and employment.”
Efforts will be aligned to localize the contracting sector by encouraging contractors engaged with
AMAALA to benefit from the localization programs and incentives offered by SCA. AMAALA is central
to a number of growing industries and, once completed, the destination will support more than 50,000
direct, indirect and induced jobs providing opportunities to people throughout the country.
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This MoU follows efforts to strengthen relationships with local private and public sector organisations.
Similar MoUs creating partnerships, outlining collaborative ways of working and providing crossdevelopment opportunities have already been signed with the Saudi Council of Engineers, Ministry of
Tourism, Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture and MOMRA.
AMAALA has recently awarded several construction contracts to a number of Saudi companies
including Al-Tamimi Group, HASCO and Saudi Real Estate (Binyah). Work is well underway on-site to
progress the enabling infrastructure and groundwork required to develop the destination.

-ENDS-

About AMAALA
Designed to evolve and elevate the very best in travel, AMAALA, located along Saudi Arabia’s
north western coast, is an ultra-luxury destination that focuses on transformative personal journeys
inspired by wellness, arts, culture, and the purity of the Red Sea.
A Public Investment Fund company and a key contributor to Vision 2030, AMAALA will establish new
standards in luxury and sustainability, catering to the world’s ultra-high net worth individuals. It is set
in the Prince Mohammad bin Salman Natural Reserve across three unique communities. The 4,155
square kilometre (1,604 square mile) year-round destination will include 2,800 hotel keys and more
than 900 private residential villas, apartments, and estate homes, alongside 200 high-end retail
establishments, fine dining, wellness and recreational facilities.
AMAALA’s trio of communities – Triple Bay, The Coastal Development and The Island – will represent
three different sets of experiences for visitors.
•

Triple Bay will offer a fully holistic wellness retreat, state-of-the-art diagnostic medical
facilities and authentic treatments designed to incorporate elements from the local
environment. Triple Bay will also be home to a fully integrated sports and entertainment
community.

•

The Coastal Development is set to become the defining hub of contemporary art in the
Middle East, playing host to a dynamic programme of exciting events from the global arts and
cultural calendar.

•

The Island will be the tranquil home of an exclusive art community, set amid an
Arabian botanical garden complemented by a collection of sculptural pieces.

The unique heritage and unspoiled landscape of AMAALA will allow travellers to immerse themselves
in the finest wellness, art, culture, sports, and fitness offerings. With close proximity to major
destinations in the region, including Riyadh, Dubai, and Istanbul, AMAALA will become the heart
of the Riviera of the Middle East.
To learn more, please visit: www.amaala.com or follow AMAALA on Twitter
at @AMAALA and LinkedIn.
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